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the honorable artistic position which her first performances won
for her.

A noteworthy event at this concert was a performance of a
very effective setting of some verses from Goethe's Hartzreise in
Winter for contralto solo and male chorus, in which, though
Brahms has almost totally dehumanized Goethe, his musical
power sounded godlike immediately after our pilgrimage through
that hopeless failure, Schumann's symphony in D minor, which
is barely tolerable for the sake of the introduction and one or two
other beautiful scraps. Miss Brema sang the solo in the Hartzreise
without twopenn'orth of feeling, but with a thousand pounds'
worth of intelligence and dramatic resolution. She has of late
made a remarkable conquest of the art of singing.

When I first heard Miss Brema, I said, "It is magnificent; but
she will grind her voice to pieces in five years." But she sang the
Hartzreise in such a manner as to compel me to extend the five
years to fifty. All signs of wear and tear had vanished; and the
sustained note at the end was a model of vocal management. In
any reasonably artistic country Miss Brema would be pursuing
a remarkable career on the lyric stage instead of wasting her
qualities on the concert platform.

7 March 1894

MR ScHULZ-CuRTius announces that the orchestra at the Motd
Wagner Concert at Queen's Hall on April 17 will tune to French
pitch. So much the better. I am a confirmed sceptic as to the
reality of those poetic differences which musicians imagine they
find between one key and another; for I have never known two
persons agree as to the alleged characteristics of the keys. Besides,
scientific men have explained the differences, and have thereby
confirmed my opinion that they do not exist. Accordingly, I do
not believe that when the change from Continental to English
pitch virtually transposes Beethoven's C minor Symphony into
something nearer to C sharp minor, die character and feeling of
the composition are totally altered. But neither do I believe any-
thing so foolish as that the difference in absolute pitch does not
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